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CONCERT ETIQUETTE

Place all cell phones and paging devices in their silent or off
position.
Keep small children with you and do not allow them to
roam during the performance. If you think your small child
may make distracting noises, sit near the end of a row
where you may inconspicuously step out to console them.
Unless you are tending to a small child, please remain
seated during the performance.
Enter and exit the auditorium between pieces to avoid
creating distractions for the performers and listeners.
Enthusiastic applause is appropriate once the conductor’s
hands have been lowered at the end of a piece. Some works
may have two or more separate movements (see the
program order). 
It is customary to applaud after the final movement of such
works so as not to interrupt the intended flow of the
composition.

The program tonight represents significant effort on the part of
the students involved in the performance. A part of our TEKS
(Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills) includes learning how
to be an attentive and appreciative listener. Please help us to
foster these traits in our students by thoughtfully observing the
following guidelines:

We hope you enjoy the performance!



RPHS SYMPHONY & ACHS & RTMS SYMPHONY

ORCHESTRAS

FAREWELL TO ARAGOG (NICHOLAS HOOPER)
THE EVIL EYE & THE HIDEOUS HEART (A.L. SILVA)
PRELUDE OP.3, NO.2 (RACHMANINOV/LONGFIELD)

 - conducted by K. Hernandez 
 - conducted by D. Hale *
 - conducted by S. Hillen    

*Pianist: Wilson Eagar

PROGRAM

RPHS SINFONIA & PHILHARMONIC 

WITH ACHS & RTMS PHILHARMONIC

ORCHESTRAS

METALLURGY (DOUG SPATA)
MYSTICAL MAGE (JEREMY WOOLSTENHULME)
THE BLACK KNIGHT (IAN EDLUND)

 - conducted by K. Hernandez 
 - conducted by D. Hale    
 - conducted by S. Hillen    

HARP PERFORMANCE

THE HAUNTED CAROUSEL (SOON HEE NEWBOLD) - conducted by S. Hillen    
with members of RPHS Chamber Orchestra and Mrs. K. Hernandez

Harp Players:  Isabella Ceron, Marissa Monteiro, Nia Salazar Compagnino,
Raya Williams, Lauren Yang

Elementary then Middle School Costume Contests 

High School, Group, Adult Costume Contests (consecutively)

RPHS CHAMBER ORCHESTRA &

CRAWFORD STUDENTS

THIS IS HALLOWEEN (DANNY ELFMAN/J. KAZIK)
PRAYER OF ST. GREGORY (HOVHANESS/R. LONGFIELD)
SELECTIONS FROM CAPRIOL (PETER WARLOCK)

 - conducted by S. Hillen 
 - conducted by D. Hale **
 - conducted by D. Hale 

** Trumpet Soloist: Jack Kustanbauter



SINFONIA & PHILHARMONIA 

Violin

JACOB ENRIQUEZ
ISIS GAINES
EMILY GERHARDT
RILEY HOOT
CAMILLE HUANG
SERENE JOHN
ALFONS JOSE
LAKSHANYA MAHESWARAN
THADDAEUS MALIT
DUANE MCNEIL
LAUREN MITCHELL
EMILY NARVAEZ
ADDISON PEPPERS
NATHAN ROBLES
MAURILYNNE SANDERS
DIAMOND SHELLHAMER
STEVE THOMAS
JAMES THOTTUMKAL
ASHNA VARGHESE
BROOKLYN WEAVER

CORRINE COLLINS
GRIFFIN DOTSON
IAN GRAY
NICHOLAS JOHN
ELIJAH THOMSON
COLTON ZVONEK

Bass

OLUWABUSAYOMI ADESOBA
GLENFORD DIXON
GRANT HOPKINS
RANI JOSEPH
ARIANNA SMITH

Cello

Viola

CLARE CHEERAMKUZHY
LAKYN HOLDEN
DANIEL ROJI
ADEN SOLOMON
GABRIEL THOMAS
LUCAS  YANG

R
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ISABELLA CERON
MARISSA MONTEIRO

Harp

BEGINNER ORCHESTRA

KAYDENCE OMAR
CelloViola

MADELINE WALSH
Violin

HALYN DO
GIANN SOLA



 SYMPHONY  
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CHAMBER

TYLER HERMAN
EMILIO LOPEZ
BENNETT
MOHTASHAMI

BassViola

MISHAL ABIDI
AVA BANKS
OLUWATAMILORE FALEYE
DEREK LEONARD
KENDALL MERKEL
BEAZA SOLOMON

ALONZO GUERRERO
WINSTON RODRIGUEZ
ALEX SIMESCU

Cello

Violin

WALTER ARBALLES
GISELLA CINA
CAMERON COLLINS
SAMUEL ELOWITZ
KAITLIN ESQUIVEL
SAAHITH GARG
SOFIA GATILAO

SERENITY GLAZE
ARIA MEEKS
JEFFREY RED
AVERY RENNY
JULIETA RIVERA
AUGUSTINE ROBINSON

SARAH RUIZ
NEVA SNOBIN
RANIA THOMAS
TIFFANY TRUONG
MATTHEW WANG
JAYSON YPARRAGUIRRE

Viola

JUNARD-DARREN CHUA
DALTON GUION
ABIGAIL KARITHARA
THY LE
JASMINE PEREZ
ALLISON VU

STANLEY ABRAHAM
JACKSON DAVIS
ELISE O'NEILL
RYAN WEBSTER

Bass

NICOLAS AQUINO
APRIL D'EMPAIRE
WILSON EAGAR
ISABELLE FONG
MADYSEN HARDY

Cello

ENOCH POON
YOUSEF RABAA
ABIGAIL SIBHATU
YOHANA SIBHATU

ADDISON BARRIGA
SHARICK BYFIELD
WILLIAM GIPSON
RACHEL KEE
CHRISTIAN LEMAIRE

Violin

AIDEN LUETH
ARIEL RIGGINS
NIKI SU
KARINA WANG
HENRY YIP
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CASSANDRA GONZALEZ
JAMES NOONAN

NAOMI ONYECHI

Cello

Viola

SKYLAH BROOKS
AVERY CRUZ

JAYDEN REED-HARVEY 
ARTURO RIVERA

Violin

VALERIA BALDERAS 
DAISY GONZALEZ 
SHEENA JOSHUA

ERIC MASSIE
KI’MAYA MORRISON 

LORDINA OWUSU-ASANTE
SERINA PENA
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PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA

 SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA  

RUBY ESPINAL
GAVIN LAPOINTE
KAYNAH MBO
MUKE

Bass

MARLENE BYFIELD
IDALYS CRUZ QUINONES
JACKSON FOWLER
KALIKASAN GIRON
HALLIE PRICE

Cello

NIA SALAZAR COMPAGNINO
LAUREN YANG

Harp

Violin

ASEEL ALAQRABAWI
SHAINA D SOUZA
LUCAS FUNES
AVIE GARCIA
ANNIKA HAUGEN
JUAN HERNANDEZ

HENRY NNOLIM
HUMPHREY NNOLIM
CHINYERE OPARA
EPHRAIM POON
ZECHARIAH SUN
MESSIAH WRIGHT

 

JANAYA JACKSON
MADALYN MARTINEZ
MARGUERITE MCDONALD
SOPHIA MCMAIN
CRUZ MILLER
MIA MOHTASHAMI

Viola

ISIO AVBOVBO
EROS HANANIA
JUAN MARTINEZ-BLANCAS

SOPHIA MORALES
BOHYEBA OWUSU-ASANTE
BENJAMIN SAM

ZACHARY SCHMALTZ
GEO THARAKAN
ANA WILLIAMS

JIMMY CORONADO
JELENA SANTHOSH
MIRANDA TANGUMA
WOLFORD KENDALL

Bass

SOPHIE ERVIN
ALEINA HOPKINS
JOSE RAYA
CHRISTINA TIKSON
JALIYAH WILSON-HAMBRIC

Cello

RAYA WILLIAMS 
Harp

Violin

PAULA BAEZA
BRYCE BANKS
BRAYDEN BLAZEK
GABRIELA CABALLERO
ANGEL CARPIO-VARGAS
JEREMIAH CHACKO
KENAN GEORGE
MELANIE GERMAN

EMILY RODRIGUEZ GONZALEZ
MADALYN SCHEFFE
LOUIS SWELFER
IRENE THANKACHAN
ANNMARIA THOMAS
JAYDEN THOMAS
RICHARD THOMAS

VIVIAN GLOVER
VALERIA GONZALEZ
EMILY KHUC
KENLEY LEAL
LIAH LOAIZA
AUTUMN MASSEY
DAVID OLATUNBOSUN
BRYNNAN PERDUE

Viola

ARYA DOTSON
ARSALAAN KHAN

TEJESH KHOTTARI
KAYLA MBARAKA

LUCY WHITAKER 



RPHS DIRECTOR
DR. S. HILLEN

Dr. Shaun Hillen is in his twenty-fourth year as a music educator,
having taught at every level of development from pre-kindergarten
through university undergraduate. He holds a bachelor’s degree in
music education from The University of Texas at Austin, a master’s
degree in music education and a Ph.D. in musicology from Arizona
State University. During his thirteen years in Texas public schools,
he taught strings in the Conroe and Katy Independent school
districts. He was an assistant director for the Beckendorff Junior
High full orchestra in Katy which performed at the Midwest Clinic
in Chicago (2011) and at the Texas Music Educators Association
Convention in San Antonio as the Texas Honor Full Orchestra
(2012). 
At Arizona State he taught the undergraduate string methods lab,
conducted the university string ensemble, supervised several
teacher candidates during their student teaching field experience,
and co-presented a session on teaching strings at the Arizona Music
Educators Association Convention (2015). He also taught courses in
music history and culture and conducted research in Russia before
completing a dissertation on nationalism in contemporary Russian
opera and popular music. He has presented his work at the
American Musicological Society and Society for Music Theory
Conference (2020) and at the University of Rochester in New York
(2022). Dr. Hillen has been on the faculty of Sam Houston State
University in Huntsville, Texas since fall 2022, teaching courses in
music history and world musical culture. He lives in Houston with
his wife Jennifer (also a high school orchestra director) and their
frisbee-crazy dog Phoebe. They enjoy exploring and cooking plant-
based cuisine from all over the world, occasional salsa dancing, and
escaping to the mountains each year for hiking, camping, and most
recently, snow skiing!



ACHS DIRECTOR
D. HALE 

DONALD HALE, JR., is the first Director of Orchestras at
Almeta Crawford High School in Rosharon, Texas. He has
previously been on faculty at Lamar High School in Houston
ISD as the Director of Orchestras and Assistant Director of
Bands. 

A native of Laredo, Texas, he received a Bachelor of Music in
Music Composition from the University of Texas at Austin,
studying with Donald Grantham, Yevgeniy Sharlat, and Russell
Podgorsek as well as conducting with Ryan Kelly, Scott Hanna,
and Jerry Junkin. He went on to obtain a Master of Music in
Wind Band Conducting from Texas Christian University,
studying under Matthew Garrett and Brian Youngblood. His
professional affiliations include Texas Music Educators
Association, Texas Bandmasters Association, Texas Orchestra
Directors Association, College Band Directors National
Association, National Band Association, and Mu Phi Epsilon. 

Mr. Hale was recently named the Finalist Honorable Mention
in the 2022 American Prize in Conducting - Band/Wind
Ensemble division - for his performance of Joel Puckett's flute
concerto The Shadow of Sirius with Dr. Shauna Thompson and
the Texas Christian University Wind Symphony. 
 



RTMS DIRECTOR
K. HERNANDEZ

Mrs. Kara Hernandez is the Director of Orchestras at Ronald Thornton Middle School. She is a
6th year Fort Bend ISD Orchestra Director and Ronald Thornton Middle School is her dream
school. She constantly collaborates with the directors at Baines Middle School, Crawford High
School, and Ridge Point High School to ensure the Sienna Orchestra students have an impactful
musical, educational, and community experience throughout their seven years.
Mrs. Hernandez firmly believes that her purpose in life is providing an impactful music
education experience for students. She has experienced this impact first hand from the music
educators in her life, leading her to give back to her colleagues and community as much as
humanly possible.
Mrs. Hernandez is a product of FBISD and its excellent orchestra programs. She graduated from
Clements High School under the direction of Mrs. Ginger Wolfe and attended Commonwealth
Elementary School and Fort Settlement Middle School. She began her orchestral journey at Fort
Settlement under the direction of Mrs. Angela Peugnet. Mrs. Peugnet had a profound impact on
her life and inspired her to become an orchestra director. Because of this impact, Mrs.
Hernandez attended the University of Houston and earned a Bachelor of Music Education with
a K-12 Music Certification and graduated Cum Laude. Throughout her time at the University of
Houston's Moores School of Music, she performed with the Symphony, Opera, Ballet, and
Chamber Orchestras. She also served her school as a Moores School of Music ambassador. Her
teacher influences include Mrs. Angela Peugnet, Mr. Michael Isadore, Ms. Karimah Browne, Mr.
Jason Finnels, Mr. Andy Moritz, Ms. Suzanne LeFevre, Mr. Wayne Brooks, Dr. John Snyder, and
Maestro Franz Krager.

Mrs. Hernandez has served as a private viola teacher and clinician in Fort Bend ISD since 2015
and continues to do so. In 2020, Ms. Karimah Browne and Mrs. Hernandez inaugurated the Full
Orchestra at David Crockett Middle School, one of only three middle schools in Fort Bend ISD
to have a Full Orchestra. During the COVID-19 school years, she was selected to write virtual
orchestra curriculum. In 2021, she became the Fort Bend ISD Summer Orchestra Camp
Coordinator and continues to serve in that role. In 2022, Mrs. Hernandez was selected as the
TMEA Region XIII Orchestra division chair, and she continues to represent the Region XIII
Orchestras as the division chair. Mr. Jason Finnels and Mrs. Hernandez inaugurated the Full
Orchestra at Ronald Thornton Middle School in 2022, and they submitted for TMEA Honor
Orchestra. Their Full Orchestra ranked 5th in the ENTIRE STATE OF TEXAS their inaugural
year! She is thrilled to continue Full Orchestra with the new Director of Bands, Mr. Thomas
Macias. This past summer, Mrs. Hernandez had the great honor of continuing her journey with
AFA as a conductor. She thoroughly enjoys working with young string players from all over the
Greater Houston area. This year, Mrs. Hernandez is ecstatic to represent her fine arts colleagues
and campus as the Ronald Thornton Fine Arts Department Chair.

When she is not teaching or practicing her viola, she enjoys spending time outdoors and
supporting the Houston Astros with her husband and their four children. She enjoys reading,
baking, playing board games, hiking, spending time with her musical colleagues, listening to My
Chemical Romance, attending rock concerts, and serving the Greater Houston community.
 



RPHS ORCHESTRA STUDENT PRESIDENTS
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RPHS, ACHS, RTMS ADMINISTRATORS

FBISD
ORCHESTRA FRIENDS & FAMILIES

RPHS THEATER DEPARTMENT

AND OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS:

https://www.violins.com/
https://violins.com/
https://sienna-consulting.com/


WE WILL LEAVE YOUWE WILL LEAVE YOU

BREATHLESSBREATHLESS


